











Z | 
“~ < ' 
’ —, 
= &S | 
ae: 
: w) 
< A. BE : 
an ca i 
‘ . a ae "2 L 
3 ca] wh “58 iF 
F zZ Zac #3 
z (ee ao G 2 2 
eg A oO hr wn | 
“A x A, mS S = : 
z = (ea) Be a: 25 
Ei PB Of < a 





eae 









PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA: 
IMPROVEMENTS TO 65TH ARMY'S CAPABILITIES (U) 















a . ke hy 
eo 
af eet ct eee ay ‘ oe 
’ ee \ —_ on N69 
eer G MOKGOLIA 5. of 
ie Secs ih a all ey Stee 


‘te 
. J f& 
oi ¢ ‘ ehihn te SS eee? 
Ve 4 ABE ToC: centoed 
ve, ERMA paws OF, 
PHDLA  peamal EC, gntePednres veepeaneas 
p Shot ROOT Gig T eas ree rere ead 
x Kiger tae to NG recap aget 


“ennetow, pe 


we aa 
eineatates GT ee 
§ POETS eee BB ets ernie: 
Bo AEE eee (Cats Gea 


PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


DIAIAPPR 82-78 
28 MARCH 1978 


DISTRIBUTION “Ww” 


SECRET 












PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA: 
IMPROVEMENTS TO 65TH ARMY’S CAPABILITIES CU) 







" SUMMARY 


atte The 65th Army, deployed adtnide 
mafok northwestern avenues of approach to the 
Peking area, would play a key noke in the defense 
of the Chinese capital, in the event Of & Soviet 
attack. Analysis of the 65th's deployment and 
activity trends, coupled with known aspects of the 
Chinese army defense posture generally, show that 
an aceekernated effort to improve the ground forces 
in the north--panticulanly those facing Mongolia 
and those deployed to the northeast--oceurred after 
1969. This effort has consisted of a number of 
' dntenreflated measures. A thind division has been 
added to EULA d ( 

























4onat units have been eneated to support China's 
primary maneuver forces, the "main forces." Armor 
units have been expanded and their reconnaissance 
capabilities improved. In addition, artillery with- 
in the various units has been expanded and upgraded. 
These developments provide further Ansight into how 
the Chinese have endeavored to counter the Soviet 
mititany threat rom the north. Analysis of the 
65th Army demonstrates that China's ground forces 
have sought to counter this threat as actively as 
possible within existing resource constraints, 












DISCUSSION 





—“ter-eReRM- Following the Chinese perception 
of a heightened military threat from the USSR in 
1969, Peking initiated a major shift in ground force 
deployment and implemented a number of measures aimed 
7 at improving the effectiveness of its forces against 
an attack from the north. Prior to 1969, there had 
been little preparation against attack from the USSR. 
In preparing for the distinct possibility of such an 
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i attack, the Chinese were well aware of the armor- 

heavy, highly mobile, and technologically superior 
nature of Soviet ground forces. China's defensive 
strategy has, therefore, sought to exploit short- 
comings inherent in such a force while at the same 
time maximizing its few but significant advantages-- 
combat on home territory, the utilization of rugged 
and varied terrain, and a huge manpower reserve. 


—{S/NOFORN}T- The strategy to be employed against 
Soviet armor-heavy units was spelled out in the 
October 1975 issue of the military newspaper, 
Liberation Army News:. 


",...in future wars our enemies are likely 
to employ tanks on a great scale, but if we 
employ our forces in close combat and night 
combat, the superiority and the advantages of 
their tanks can be decreased and weakened. 
Soviet tanks travel at high speeds, their 
weapons have great range and accuracy, and 
their defensive capabilities are great. How- 
ever, at close range their disadvantages are 
that their field of view is small, their dead 
angles are great, and their main guns cannot 
fire on close targets. At long range, our 
infantry's rocket launchers, antitank grenades, 
“satchel charges, explosive charges, and hand 
grenades cannot reach the tanks and are in- 
accurate; but, at close range they can be used 
to their full potential. At the same time, 
once close combat is engaged, and the enemy 
soldiers and our troops are locked in fierce 
hand-to-hand combat, the enemy tanks cannot 
use their cannons in support. Neither can 
they use coordinated air strikes for bombing, 
and the use of nuclear weapons is out of the 
guestion. Our troops, on the other hand, are 
then able to accurately use their guns and 
explosive charges against the enemy tanks’. 
tracks, engines, and vision devices to render 
them blind, deaf, and paralyzed." 
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+6Hebene Currently, China has 17 ground force 
armies deployed in the four northernmost military 
regions. This appraisal examines available evidence 
concerning the activities of one of these--the 65th, 
headquartered at Changchiakou in the Peking Military 
Region-~in an attempt to better understand key aspects 
of Chinese ground force capabilities and defensive 
doctrine in northern China. 











Area of Deployment 





The 65th Army guards the 
northern approaches to Changchiakou, which is situated 
on the principal natural route from Mongolia leading to 
the North China Plain and traditionally has served as 
a key regional political, economic, and military cen~ 
ter. This 45,000-man army forms part of an overall 
deployment pattern for the defense of Peking by main | 
and local forces. Its proximity to Peking and the 
region's principal roads and railroads and other sup- 
porting units suggests the 65th is a key unit in this 
defense. Figure 1 depicts the most feasible avenues 
of approach to the Peking area from Mongolia; the 69th 
Army guards the corridor in the west, the 65th in the 
center, and the 24th in the east. Independent locai- 
force "garrison" divisions and regiments are deployed 
to defend key terrain forward of the main force de- 
ployment or have been placed in areas where main force 
deployment is not warranted. All of these units are 
probably operating in a prearranged, coordinated 
system for the defense of Peking against an attack 
originating from Mongolia. I£ Changchiakou were over- 
run, Peking's position would become untenable. , 


















Prior to 1969, the 65th was 
the only main force army within Peking Military Region 
guarding the northwestern approaches to Peking; the 
country's other major units were deployed south and 
east of the capital, reflecting a primary orientation 
against attack from sea approaches. In late 1969, 
following a series of border clashes between Soviet 
and Chinese troops, the PRC effected a major shift of 
ground units to the north to counter a potential Soviet 
attack. A number of measures to enhance the capability 
of the 65th were initiated. In the early 1970s, a 












































third division was newly constituted and subordinated 
to the arm 


(b)(1) 


Another significant develop- 
ment has been the increase in the army's tank inventory 
from 90 to at least 240 medium tanks. ach infantry 
division is now equipped with 80 ehicles, there- (b)(1) 
by providing the army with a tank “inventory equal to 
that of a full armored division. In addition, about 
14 armored personnel carriers have beeh added to each 
tank regiment as reconnaissance and command vehicles. 
The 65th Army has enhanced its artillery support by up- 
grading within all subordinate units the caliber of its 
mortars and field guns. Additionally, a rocket- 
launcher battalion of 18 BM 14-17s has been added to 
the artillery regiment organic to the army headquarters, 
and a battalion of 18 107-mm rocket launchers has been 
added to each artillery regiment organic to the infantry 
division. Most recently, the 107-mm rocket launchers 
are being replaced by the BM 14-17. The 12 160-mm 
mortar battalion is being replaced with a 12 122-mm 
howitzer battalion in the artillery regiment organic 
to the infantry division. 


CE ENE Hie ORtehe The artillery force was also 
upgraded during the early 1970s through the redeploy- 
ment of an AAA division into the 65th Army area _of 
operations as well as the creation of two new artillery 
divisions-~one field artillery type and one antitank 
artillery type. ‘The army's river-crossing capability 
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was improved by the attachment of a Ponton bridge 

company to the army headquarters as well as to each 

of the three infantry division headquarters, This 

has given the army the capability to span gaps of 

between 130 and 180 meters, depending on the type of 

bridging equipment used. A more recent development 

was the sighting of electronics countermeasure (ECM) 
equipment--CHEESE BRICK and MOUND BRICK types--in the 

65th's headquarters area, suggesting an ECM company re 
is now organic to army headquarters. The use of this cat 
equipment enhances significantly the army's air ie 
defense capability by jamming enemy aircraft bomb/ 

navigation radars, short-range navigation systems, 

and communications; it also affords a secondary capa- 

bility to jam enemy artillery target~acquisition 

radars. Another significant development in the 65th 

Army area of operation has been the sighting of a 
battlefield-surveillance radar within one of the 

artillery divisions. Such a radar enhances the unit's ao 
capability to detect and locate enemy surface targets, ee 


Training by the 65th Army 
has reflected a trend toward significant quantita- 
tive and qualitative improvement since 1969, Improve- 
ment was first noted in earnest during 1971 and 1972. 
Combined-arms training and training away from canton-| 
ment areas became more evident, with emphasis placed 
on combined armor and infantry as well as live-fire 
combined field artillery and antiaircraft artillery ar 
training. Joint-service training became more frequent. ; y 
New emphasis was placed on night fighting, and atten- 
tion was given to specialized training, such as 
electronic countermeasures, river crossing, and defense 
against chemical and biological agents. 


Improved Warfighting Capabilities 


Eee Organizational changes in 
the 65th Army since 1969 have resulted in the upgrading 
and expansion of key organic combat and combat Support (b)(1) 
elements. These changes, coupled with the additional 


units created or brought into the area, 
and improvements in 
raining, have significantly altered the status of 
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the army and its capability to join in the defense 
of the Peking area. 


—eEeMeroRty = The improvements noted re- 


flect an overriding concern with upgrading antitank 
capabilities. the 
upgrading of artillery, and significantly increased 
numbers of tanks all point in this direction. An- 
other concern reflected, albeit less pronounced, is 
the air defense problem. Formation of an antiair-~ 
cratt artillery division and the identification of 
ECM equipment with ground forces is indicative of 
an intention to upgrade this aspect of the defense, 
currently severely hampered by the absence of mobile 
AAA or SAM equipment. 


Enhancement measures during 
the period 1969-1977 also showed reliance on the use 
of equipment: that the Chinese already had on hand or 
were capable of reproducing rapidly. No new 


technology, weaponry, or defensive doctrine was 

Ec (b)(1) 
the remaining differen- 

tials between Chinese an oviet units in mobility 

and firepower, it appears that in this area of opera- 

tion the Chinese have not developed a capability to 


project a major offensive attack well forward of the 
Changchiakou area. 


Preparation of the Battlefield : 


Study of the 65th Army 
indicates the Chinese have established major defenses 
well back from the Chinese-Mongolian border--in areas 
where terrain advantages can be more profitably utili- 
zed. The main battle, from the PRC point of view, 





would have to be fought at and within the mountainous (b)(1) 


terrain north of Peking. 


Territory north o 
that area--largely uninhabite® and difficult to de- 
fend--would be conceded temporarily. The defensive 
areas in the more rugged terrain appear to be designed 
to stop a Soviet attack, if possible, and to disrupt 
Soviet momentum for the purpose of allowing the Chinese 
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ave in fact implemented a 
have enunciated: 





",..o0ur troops may construct advantageous 
positions along the roads which the enemy tanks 
must travel, set up all sorts of weaponry, 
force the enemy tanks to change their line of 
advance, to cut their speed, and transform a 
horde of tanks into small groups and small groups 
into individuals. At this point, our infantry 
Can utilize emplacements or natural-terrain 
configurations to swiftly effect a penetration 
of the tank horde, get close in among the tanks 
themselves, actually penetrate the enemy's nest, 
hit them from behind, concentrate fire in close 
combat, and swiftly knock out the enemy tanks. 
Each tank hit decreases the enemy force, the 
tank horde is eventually more and more dispersed, 
and their mutual protective firepower is weaker 
and weaker. Meanwhile, we can swiftly redeploy 
our troops and firepower, control local superi- 
ority and initiatives at all times, and take 
advantage of the gaps created to wipe out other 
tanks, and eventually achieve the ultimate 
objective of totally destroying the enemy forces." 





















+~6> The Chinese probably reasoned that if this 
strategy could be implemented, their still existing 
shortcomings in modern weaponry and mobility would 
be offset while the value of large numbers of infantry- 
men, along with increased numbers and types of existing 
weaponry (tanks, artillery and rocket launchers), 
would be enhanced. Judging from the record of activity 
of the 65th Army, this strategy has been adopted with a 
seriousness of purpose. 










OUTLOOK, 






—s-Herertr The Chinese are expected to continue 
to improve their defenses in the north and further 
enhance the capabilities of their forces to meet a 
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(b)(1) 

1 though ii 

round defenses since 1969 

has been considerable, 

L as also been marked by a minimal cost approach 

i that emphasizes qualitative improvement over the long 
term. This approach is compatible with an overall 
defensive concept that postulates meeting Soviet 
forces on Chinese territory, thereby eliminating 
costs associated with the development of an out-of- 
country force structure. Furthermore, ground force 
deficiencies can more readily be compensated for by 
the application of large but relatively inexpensive 
quantities of manpower and weaponry and rugged terrain 
and space for the attrition and destruction of the 
enemy. Given China's real economic and technical 
constraints, this overall defensive concept and 
approach to ground force enhancement is unlikely to 
change significantly. 


potential Soviet attack. 













~—SeneMH= Specific efforts at qualitative up- 
grading probably will focus on countering Soviet 
strengths. These efforts are likely to include 
continued improvement of armored,and artillery units, 
expanded infantry mobility capabilities through 
increases in unit truck and APC holdings, increased 
allocation of combat and service-support equipment 
to tactical units, and greater emphasis on combined- 
arms and joint-service training. We expect to see 
increases in the number of tank-launched assault 
bridges, battlefield-surveillance radar, and ECM 
equipment assigned to units in the Sino-Soviet border 
area. We anticipate improved or follow-on models of 
existing weapons systems to be deployed in the near 
future. Such systems include an upgraded replacement 
for the dated Type-59 medium tank and self~propelled 
artillery. Additionally, on a highly selective basis, 
the PRC leadership may validate a need to procure 
entirely new weapon systems. In this regard, one 
system the Chinese intend to obtain and eventually 
deploy is an antitank guided missile (ATGM). Chinese 
interest in acquiring this weapon system further 
highlights their concern over the highly mobile, 
tank-heavy nature of Soviet ground forces. The 
combined effect of the introduction of an improved 
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medium tank, a larger APC inventory, and an ATGM would 
be a significantly improved capability to meet a Soviet 
armor thrust, meet enemy forces forward of established 


defensive positions, and initiate a counterattack, 
(GDS-86) ; 





(b)(3) 
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